Lesson 12 worksheet – Proverbs: Proverbs of Agur
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Fill in the blanks as we study the lesson.

1. The book of Proverbs begins with the statement, “The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel”. Solomon wrote 3000 of these wise sayings. Not all of them were recorded in this book. God revealed His divine wisdom to Solomon and directed him to write down exactly the ones that He wanted us to know. They are the words of God Himself, written down by the hand of Solomon. 
2. The first 24 chapters of Proverbs were apparently put together by Solomon himself, as directed by God. Chapters 25 through 29 are “also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out” about 200 years later. (Pro. 25:1) God used men in those days, perhaps the prophets Isaiah, Hosea, and Micah to record some more proverbs that He wanted us to know. They are the words of God, written by the hand of Solomon, and copied by the men of Hezekiah.
3. Chapter 30 is identified as “The words of Agur the son of Jakeh”. History does not have any record of this man. We do not really know who he was. His name means “the collector”, so it is very possible that Agur is just another name for Solomon, who had a great collection of proverbs. It is not important who Agur was, because these are the words of God Himself, recorded for us by the hand of Agur.
4. This 30th chapter of Proverbs is unusual in the way it uses poetry and riddles to teach wisdom. Some of the verses don’t seem to make much sense, but God will help us “to understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings”. (Pro. 1:6)

5. Verse 1 says this chapter is a “prophecy”. It is the word of God. In verses 2-3, Agur says that he does not have wisdom of his own. He admits that the wisdom comes from God. Verse 4 challenges you to identify the Author of wisdom – he is the Creator in Heaven who made the sky, the sea and the land. What is His name? God! What is His Son’s name? Jesus Christ, the Son of God and God the Son! Verses 5-6 tell us that every word of the Bible is pure, and we must not add anything to what He said. 
6. In verses 7-9, Agur asks God to protect him from vanity (empty pride) and from lies. This is a good prayer. God will guide our lives in the right direction if we ask him. Then he asks God not to make him too rich, so he will not be tempted to forget his need for God. He asks God not to make him too poor, so he will not be tempted to steal. God allows some of His people to be rich, but for most people it is best to be not too rich and not too poor. Verse 10 is practical advice for the workplace. Don’t make trouble between a worker and his boss, or that worker may pay you back by telling the boss what you have done wrong. Mind your own business!
7. Verses 11-14 describe a very selfish and proud generation of people. They do not respect authority. They think they are so good that they do not recognize how bad they are. They are arrogant and haughty. (высокомерный, надменный) They are cruel to people who seem to be “below” them. Their ways are not God’s ways.
8. Proud and greedy people never have enough. (vs. 15-16) Like a leech (пиявка) they always thirst for more. The grave keeps taking dead people. Fire keeps burning things. The selfish always want more, no matter how many people they have to hurt to get what they want. They never find satisfaction. They feel as empty as a barren womb or the dry ground. Their arrogance will bring them down to destruction. (vs.17)
9. We see four wonderful things in God’s world that amaze us: (vs. 18-20) flying eagles, serpents who move as if by magic, ships navigating at sea, the way a man falls in love with a woman. Compare these magnificent things to the arrogance of a wicked woman who says she has not done anything wrong.
10. Arrogant people turn God’s plan upside down. (vs. 21-23) The world is troubled when a servant takes the place of the king, when a lazy fool has plenty to eat, when a hateful woman is married, and when a servant girl takes the place of control in the home. God’s plan is for everyone to humbly take their place in life and play their proper role. (vs. 24-28) Ants, conies, locusts, and spiders all do what God made them to do, and they are very wise.
11. When we do what God made us to do, the results are wonderful. (vs. 29-31) Lions, greyhounds, goats and kings are all beautiful, each in their own way; because they do what God wants them to do. God has an order in His creation. Some are supposed to lead, some are supposed to follow and submit. When things get out of order, and someone wants to lift himself above what God wants him to be, he should stop himself. (vs. 32-33) As surely as churning milk makes butter, and twisting the nose brings blood, selfish arrogance will cause trouble.
Fill in the blanks and correct any mistakes. Keep this lesson for future reference. Come back for lesson No. 13 - “Benefits of Righteous Living”.
